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THROUGH ADELBERT THE COMMITTEE OF TEN LEARNS
THE SECRET PASSAGE

s )

Synopsla~—Prince Perdinand William O hele to thy 1
Livenlia. s pnaware of plots of the tormo y forms B P His
grandfuither, the kit in order to preserse (he kingdom, o con for
the warriage of Princess Heduig, Otto in, 1 Kisg Kurl of
Karul: Hedwig relx becnus y attachtuent she bas edd for
(“‘.:_ \.l'." Lariech, 1'ri i H pdat Cogntle e
Laas! attached to the HUw Aot \ Wintn, I8 In
bavoe h the klug of Kaml hom wels BN 8y she s
thin sl by the « ftee of ten, | Jirs ! $i ristd, gnless
ahe hows 1 the entmimlttew's will and beit i 1) Feat prtnce
whhey 1 g wiho 1s very (Il diex MNIkky is torn s . love and
& W ity ! Joxalty to his ki Without Karlks support the
king Wi i hring the (ermar to cuntral The terrorists L
the al ax t! me for kidnaping the crown prince
CHAPTER XIV-—=Continued. ot walk™ Qle rose and consvited a
- G groat silver watch, “We eun go now,
The cvacierze bent closer over the be sald “The committee Ukes prompt-
mble. “1dw . Weldermun, the king'a | hoss,
phywician, (s one * " he whispersd. They left together, the one striding |
“The king lives now o2'v because of out with long steps that were sur
atimalants to the Seurt s hody Is prisingly lght for his sise, the other

already dead. When (he stimalants
crase, be will die”

Obd Adelbert covered his eyes, [le
Sad gons ton far to retreat now
Detven by hrooding and trouble, he had
alllad bimself with the powers of dark-

uad,

He Mt nt while the conclerge
dheared the t1uble, and put the dishes
‘s a pan for Lis niece o W ash, And
Sreugbent the evening he sald little,
At sommothing before miduight he anud
s bost were to sel out oo A grave
matter. nothing less than to visit the
congnitice of ten, and Impart the old

“ry ntory

mobdter's discon In the
mt walting, and nursing lis §
o heep thern wurm.

ACVRIOCS

I

Black Bumbert, walting for the hour
to start annd Billng sard repent-
edly, n loquacious, 1le hinted of
pant manttors I which he had proved

¢ RS

s walac 10 th Old Adelbert
gathered that, If he had not actually

mardered e !ate crown prince and
his wife, he had been closely cab-
eerned 1o 1t Illa thin, old flesh erept

with anxiety. 1t was a bad business,
ad he could not withliraw,

*We should have had the child, too™
Sesmted the conclorge, “und saved
moch bothicr. Bot he had been, ub-
Esown lo us. scnt to the country. A
amatter of milk, 1 belleve”

*Bat you eay you do not war on
chiidren ™

*“Hah! A bhabe of n fow monthe
Furthermore,” sald the conclerge, "l
Save a noae for the police. 1 acent
& apy, a8 a dog scents a hone, Who,

shink you, discovered Ilaeckel?”

*fiseckal I” Old Adelhort sat upright
= kis chalr,

~Aye, Haeockel, Hnockel the jovial,
the archeonspirator, Who but I? 1
smepected him, He was too fierce. He
bad no caution, He wis what a peace-
ful citizen may fancy a revolutionlst
%o be. I watched him. He was not
beave. lle was reckless because he
ad nothing to fear. And at last 1
canght him.”

Ol Adelbert wns sitting forward on
e odge of his chatr, his fuw dropped,

e Piloted the Veteran Among the
Graves.

*And what then?" he gusped. “He
was bot a boy. Perhaps yeu mis
juiged b, Boys are reckless.”

*3 eaught him,” sald the concierge.
I bave sald (. He knew much, He

sames, places, even dates. For
confessed.”
deallT" quavered old

mattoer,

bapging back a trifle, as one who walks

becmuse ho must, OId Adelbert, who
had loved *his king better than his |
oogntry, was a lagging “patriot™ that
night, His breath eame short and
lsbored. Iis throat was dry. As they
passed the opera, however, he threw
bhis head up. The performsuce was
over, hut the great bhouse was still
ghtedd, and In the foyer, strutting
about, was his successor, (Hd Adel
ot qu vied Dils et
At the wlg f U piace, pnear the
1 f the queen, they ook & oar
nd « 11l bvorders of the cliy
AfLer vy walkedd 1 The seent
f th arth f t 1 by th
1k WhRE 0 Thar - "
rned out after the e Wiliter
- el or lay in the B Through
e oure "f ‘!." |'":|' 4':' :
11 Adelbert strug th

[IMeulty, the conclerge ealiorting him
impatiently to haste
| At iast the leader paused, and sur
veyed his surroundings: “Here 1
must cover your eyes, comeade” he
lsald, *It is a formality all must com-
ply with,"”

| O] Adelbert drew back. *1 do not

leader, “What Is your name and oc
ipation Y
“Alelhert, excellency. As to oorn-
pation. for venrs | was connected with
the opera I'senty years, excellency,
Phem 1 ogrew o0l and snother—" His |
e hroka 1
What is
vold hepe Y™
Buddenly old Adeibert wept, terrilile
o that forced their way from hie
fudev] oy und ran v hile chevkn
| pol, exevilencks Le cried. ]
find ' Cunni
bie ecollpgpw

B

the lnformation that beings

L]

]

his &

the chalr, and
rvss the table
thetn, s shoul-
bheaved ui his old uniform.
The commitiee stireed, and the ﬂl.-l
clerge caught him  brotally by the !

nia
bowed his head on I

S ] fer

| wrist, |

“U'p with you!™ he maid, from |
lenched teeth. “What stupidity I
this? Would you play with death? |
But old Adeibert was lu“,uﬂd fear.
He shook hin bead “1 canpol,™ bhe
muttered. his face hidden,

fke your rule, I am not as other wen.
I must see where [ go.™

“1 shall lead you carefully, And, if
o fear, 1 ean carry you™ e
' ehuckled at the thought. But old Adel
bort Koew well that he could do It |
knew that hie was a8 a chlld to those
mighty arma Ile submiited to the
| bandage, however, with an Il grace
thit caused the conclerge to smible,

“It hurts your dignity., ¢h, old

| rooster i he sald Jovially, “Others, of
| greater dignity, have felt the saime

But all submit In the end.”
| He pllated the veteran among the

graves with the ense of famillarity.
| Unly once he spoke. “Know you where
you arel”

“In o field,” sald Adelhert, “recently
ploughed.”

*Aye, 1o a fleld, right enough. But
one which sows corruption, aud rulses
nothlng, until perhaps great St Ga-
briel ealls in his crop”

Then the conclerge stoodd arect and
folded hin arme across his chesl, “le

\/

|

T et

“It ls Phere,” He Said Thickly,

{s terrified, that is all™ he sald. *“If
the commiitee wishes, 1 can tell them
of this matter, Laler, he cun be o
terrogated.” !
The leader nodded.
“By chanee,” mald the econclerge
‘this—this hrave veteran™— he glanced

In the chalr—*has come across an old
passsge, the one which ramor has sald |
lay under the ity wall, and for which
we have at different times lostituted |

Then, realizing the meaning of the |

mounds over which he trod, old Adei-
bert crossed himself,

“Only a handful know of this meot- |

ing place,” bonsted the conclerge. “L
und n few others, Only we may meet
with the committes face to fmce”

| goea 1o the palace itself”

|
“You muset have great Influence,” ob-

servied old Adelbert tmidiy.

“I eontrol the guilds. He who today
ean sway labor to his will Is power-
ful; very puwerful, comrade. Labor
|18 the great benst which tires of car-
rying burdens, and s but now learning
its strength.”

[ “Aye sald old Adelbert. “Had 1

| been wise, 1 would have jolned a gulld.

|Then I might have kept my place at
the operu. As It Is, I stood slone, and
they put me out.”

| *“You do not stand slone now. Stand
by us, and we will support you. The

| republic will not forget its friends.”

Thus henrtened, old Adelbert bright-
ened up somewhat, Why should he, an
old soldler, sweat at the thought of
blood? Great changes required herole
mensures. It was because he was old
that he femred change, He stumped
through the passageway without urg-
Ilng, and stood erect and with shoulders
squared while the bandage was re
moved.

He was rather looger than Olga
Loschek had been in comprehending
his surroundings. His old eyes nt first
saw little but the table and Its candles
in thelr gruesome holders. But when
he saw the commiltee his heart falled.
Here, embodled before him, was every-
thing he had loathed during all his
upright and loyal years—anarchy,
murder, treason. His face worked
The cords In his peck stood oat like
strings drawn to the breaking polnt.

The concierge was speaking. For
all his boasting, he was 1l at ense.
His voice had lost Its bravado, and
had taken on a fawnlng note,

He paused, to give Lis words welght. |
That they were of suprethe I:.tr-rrltl
uld be told by the craning forward

[ the committee.

"The entratce Is concealod at the
tase of the old Gate of the Moon. UOur |
lend bere followed It snd reporte
t in good condition. For a mile or
thererabouts it follows the line of the |
lestroyed wall. Then it turus aud |

“Into the palace?”

“Dy a fllght of stairs, Inside the

*Staad up, Adelbert,” gald the j« m!ﬂ{.
sharply. “This that oor comrade tells
Is true?”

“It Is true, excellency.”

“S8hown a diagmm of the palace,
could you locate this door?”

Old Adelbert stared around him
hopelessly, It was done now, Nolk
Ing that he could say or refuse to say
would change that, He nodded

When, soon after, a chart of the
pnlace was placed on the tabie he in-
dicated the loeation of the door with a
trembling forefinger. “It I8 there,” he
sald thickly. “And may Geod forgive
me for the thing 1 have done[”

CHAPTER XV,

King Karl

“They love us dearly!” sald Klng
Karl

The chancellor, who aat beside him
in the royal carriage, shrugged bhis
shoulders. “They have had little rea-
son to love, in the past, majesty,” he
sald briefly.

Karl laughed, and watched the
crowd. IHe and the chancellor rode
alone, Karl's entourage, a very modest
one, following in another carriage.
There was no military escort, no pomp,
It had been felt unwise. Karl, paying

ing oot the guard.  As 8 oarriage
drawn by lts four chesinut horses,
woved slowly along the streets, his
eyes under Lhelr overhanging thatch
wepe walching ahead, searching ihe
cruwd for symptoms of anrest,

Anger he saw ia  pleaty, and
susploion, Beowllng faces and frown-
Ing brows, But as yel tHere was no
disorder,  He sat with folded arms,
wagetoent in bis gniform beside Karl,
wha wore vivilan dross sod looked
fews oyl than perbaps be felt,

And Karl, too, watched the erowd,
fewling (e teper and folguing an In-
differcnce he did not feel. Olgn Los-
chek Lind been right, e did net want

trouble. More than that, he was of
an nee Bow 1o crave popularity, Maany
af 1 casuros which lind mnde bl
b Lin s own land had no bMgher
Ppurpose tham this, the stiles of Whe

r s e walched sod lalked of
’ il thilugs,

rvisl, “but thore are fow
o bullt no great bulldings ™
b Bluntly, *Wars have Left
miajesty, for balldiog '™
being a closed road, so 1o
Rarl tricdd  another “The
rince et be guite a Ind™ he
tel. “lle was & babe in
hen, bat frafl, | thegghe ™
sturdy now ™ The chaoscellor
I intn watchifulness,
re | see the Princess Tledwig™

Us 1 iy

-3

4

Ka fe anothor attompt, "It might
I I to tell e bow she feals about
things. T would like to feel that the

prospect s at least not disagresable to
her

Ihe clhancelior was pot  Nstening.
There was trouble abead. 1t had come,
then, after all. He muttersd sme
thirg behind his gray mustache The

horses stopped. as the crowd ml
i ! ia front of them

Prive on ™ he said angrily, and the
n topehed his whip to the |
horses Bat they oaly rearsd to be |

! at the bridies by hostile hands

ol rose from his seat
sald the « hancel-
‘s slpdvutn They will

Lh majesty ™

in

"

« * near 10 bhe
sfufrnin

otu o sar
fArst iyt

l' ’ I"
cithers
S
yelling

by the

r 1 the FTIARYS
A slohe
and struck ooe of Lie borses
tites]l the by of the oap
tuell A man with a hamibre
vor the Loner ball of his
shoulders of tep
nd harangued the rrowd

! no friendship with Kar
they to lose their national
lHa ruborted them madly
A babel of

n

[ ¢ A

face mounted the

y wan!
Wers
ridtence?

thirough the handkerchief

-

setng her come (o deep, Vibunt life
W his arms thrilled him

When he carried her tea to her, he
bent over her, “Please ! be sald,
“Try to like me, 1"

“I'm sorry,” Hedwig sald  quickly,
“Mother has forgotten the lemon”™

Karl ssuiled and, shrugging bis
shoulders, feiched the lemon, “Right,
now?™ he Inquired, *And aren’t we
golng 1o have a Wik together 1™

“If you wish it, | dare say we shall”

“Majesty,” sald Miida, frowning Inte
her tencup. ¥l see a marriage for
you." Khe ignored her mother's scowl,
and tiited her cup to examine 1L

“A marriage!” Karl joloed her, atd
peered with mock anxiety at the tea
grounds.  “Stranges that my fale

Lshould be confined In so small & cone

Dodse, of gwinging back and furth, of

moitted  pollce pushing  through jo
surround the carriage, of cries and the
dominsting voloes of the stodent

demagrogues. Then at last & semblance  cTown
lof order. low mullering. an escort of |came in, rather bervously, with his
| police with drawn revolvers around the | hapds thrust in bis trousers pockela

carriage, and 1t woved abhead

Through 11 all the chancellor had mat
with folded arma.  Ounly his Uvid face
told of his fury, Karl, too, had sat im
passive, picking at Lis stuall mustache
But, as the carriage moved on he
said: “A few moments age | observed
that there had been few changes DBut
there has been, | percelve, afller all, &
great change.”

“One cannot Jjudge the many by the

| contemptoously at the huddied fgure (few, majesty.”

Put Karl anly ralsed his eyebrowa

In bis rooms removing the dust of
his }ourney, Lroken by the gutomebile
trip across the mountalos where the
two raliroads would some day meet,
Karl reflected on the situation. A dual
tmonarchy, one portion of It restiess
and revolutionary, wap less desimble
than the prescat peace and prosperity
of Karnla. And unrest was contaglous
lle might find himeelf o & difbeult
posiiion

He glanced about his rosms. In one
of them Prince Hubert had met his
death. It was well epough for Mett.

| teh to sny the few could not speak for

the many. It teok but one man to do
a murder, Karl reflected grimly,

wall, to n door In the roof This :‘..‘r_ll Hot when Le srrived for tea In the
which was locked, he opened Laving | grohduchess’ white drawing room be
cnrried keys with him.  The door e was urbane and smiling. e kissed
deseribes as In the tower, As It WaS | the hand of the archduchess and bent
night, he eonld not see clearly. LUt | over Hedwig's with a fash of white
the roaf at that polnt is far” | teeth

Then he saw Olga Loschek, and his
smile stiffened. The countess came
forwanl, curtsied, and as he extended
his hand to bher, touched It lightly
with her lipe. They were quite cold.
For Just an instant their eyes met.

It was, on the surface, an amiahle
and quiet tea party. Hedwig had
taken up her position by a window,
and wus conspleunously silent, Behind
her were the soft ring of sllver agalnst
china, the countess' gny tooes, Karl's
suave ones, assuming gravity, as he
lnquired as to his majesty’s health;
the Archduchess Annanciata pretend-
ing a solicitude she did not feel. And
all forced, all artificial.

“Grandmother,” Hedwig whispered
from her window lo the austere old
bronze fOgure in the piace, “was It
like this with you, at first? Did you
shiver when he touched your hand?
And doesn't It matter, after a year?

“Yery fecble,” sald the archduchess’
voice, behind her, *but so brave—s
lesson to us all” .

“He bas had a long and coosplcucus
career,” Karl observed. “It In sad, but
we must all come to It. 1 bope he will
be sble to see me”

*Hedwig!™ sald her mother, sharp

poss ! A happy marriage? Which am
"

“The long yellow leaf, Yea, it looks
hapy. Butl you wmay be rether

ton Jears slnce | have been |*Boched whon 1 well you®

"Hhew ked Y

“I think.” said Hilda, grinning, “that
Sl are going to marry me"

“Ielighttul ™

“Awl we ure golng 1o have—"

“Hilda ™ ervedd the are hdychess frel
fully, "I wtop that o
e talk. 1 was imving 1o resmil, this
moring.” ahe sald to Karl, "shen you
Tant wislted un™ Ehe how 1l guite
well, bat she |rrrfrt|l‘\! haviog Kard
hink abe bad forgotten, 11 was, |
bwlleve, Just before Huberp="

wense and let |

to have the same tastes—about varews

things

“Do you lke dopa? Ingquired the
crown prince, much Interested

*Dogs! Why, yea. | have quile &
.““‘w'

“l should think It would be nicer
to have Just one dog and be very
fond of It. Nut I suppose they would
et & great deal. Do you belleve in
love at Orst sight 7™

“Ottn ™ sald the archduchess, ox-
tremely abiocked.

He turned 1o her apologetically, *1
was only trying to And out bow wany
things he and Nikky agreed aboot”
he explalued.  “Nikky belloves ln love
at Brst wighi. 1le says it 14 the only

renl Kind of love, becausa love ('t
a thing you thluk out. You only feel
[ Ry

The archluchess met Karl's enn
*You eew she sald

“Diut 11 s sound doctrine.” Karl ob-
served, bending furward and with 8
slabting glance at lisdsig "1 quite
ngree with him sgnia,  Adnd this friend
f yours, he ihinks lone s the oply
thing (A the worbd | dare s T

"Well, ke thinks a groal deal of It

Put he says Lhat love of country cuee
Arst, before atiything el ™
The archduchess glanced at Neduig
furiasly The girl had cloaed hee
and was sitting detached and
Mha would have lked to bax her
Karl was ne food, and there wad
enough  Jle would hear I, of

ryrm
aiv
vals
talk

"Vea" sald Karl gravely, “Just be | rouree

foge ™

Nrto war 8 bahy then™

*A wery small childd 1 remember
that | was afraid to handle him*

“Ile 1s & curious boy, old beyund his
yoars. Rather a little prig. 1 hink

Tell we sbhomt your pligrimage,
Mt " she ruggestodd

"Well, 1 wenl” sald the crows

| prince reflectively. “We walked & long

e has an Eaglish governess, and abe |

has made bim gquite a lUttle weman. ™
Kart laughed, but Hedwig fushed
“He Is not that sort gt all” she do
clared stoutly. “He 18 lonely and- abd
mther pathetic, The truth is thatl e
pe rvally cares for him, esorjd
“Except Captain Larisch ™ said the

thme, and [} wes very we s | havy
Quite & 'arge blister ihe areis
Babop had to take bos ¢ off and
walk in Ma stoekings. b= o .oe bis foed

bart. No ooe san. It was ot & o8B
try But 'm afreid it dkint e
very much gool He drew o long
bevath

“NoT

Y

lane

Karl inguired
Setily 1he bog's chim guiversd

archduchess smoothly. “You and be,  I1e was terribly afraid be wes guing
Hedwig. have done your best by hm |17 @77 sud 1ok » large slp of ten
surely.” | which clenred his volew

The bit of byplay was pot lost on My grupifatber in nol amy Detter”
hatl—the sudien Mifening of =) . Perbape pome obe eoite
wigs back, Uign's narreowed ey b 1 bave poss I am pot vy
tiga had Lot right, then Trust ber €l be riplained Kant “
for hovwing facts whem they wete dis ) e & very good permm  lis
BTvenliie His eyes bevame st and * Y90) L
watchiul hard ton had any peticed FVertiag sugorwte] Rarl mariing
There were wage 1o denl with such o | 7. WIIh & ghanee ot lindwig. "1he)
stgation, ~f swrrse They were gl hould bhave ssamt the XNaky o
Ing bim this girl to pecure (heir awy J7NFR
saloty, and she knew |t Had he nt roanciata aflrred reelicsaly Sbe
beens a0 ad aboul bet he might have Otsddered  this talk of NiBAY a
piied ber. but be felt pe ity wly .‘al- feabie tast
deep and resentful determinaiion to He is pd particularty good *
L get rid of Niky, and thea o warm ., e he b et particularty
her by his own fire.  lle might have B=37
to brwak her first.  After (hat maneer Well he thinks be laat. He sape
bad many quesss of Karnia come to (B doesat Aad 11 easy o love M
the threne  Ile smiled bebind bis | 996U fare (has sayihing ia th
mnall trusteche | world for ne kg And be smobee

|

[

When tea was almost over,

Mince was anscasced  Hle

[

A Babel of Nolse, of Bwinging Back
and Forth

e was very shiny with soap and
water and his bhalr was still damp
from parting. Ia his (ailless biack
jacket. his long gray trousers. and his
round Eton collar, be looked ke a
very anxious little schoolboy, and net
royal at all

QGreetings over, and having re
quested that his tea be half milk, with
four lumps of sugar, he carricd his
cup over beside Hedwig, and sat down
ot a chalr., Followed a short silence,
with the archduchess busy with the
tea things, Olgs Loschek watching
Karl, and Karl lntently surveying the
crown prince, Ferdinand Willlam
Otto, who disliked a silence, broke it
first.

“T've just taken off my winter flan-
pela” be observed. “1 feel very
stnooth and nice underneath.”

any fanoels. Miss Braithwalte thinks
be is very carelesa™

King Karl's eyes gleamed with
the Infuriated

the N Breal Baay dgareties”

“Anciher taste (6 comman I Jeered
Earl, in his smooth, earefully tresl
tiaea

Ansuncials was In the last staged
of irvitation. Thete was mo mistaking
the sncet ln Karts vedee. i sl
was forced  She gurased that be had
beard of Nikky Lansh lefore, 1hat
Indeed he knew probably more thar
she Bl Just what, she wondered
Was (here 1o kpow) A great desl U
obe conld judge by Medwig's face

“1 bope you are worklag hard at
Jour lessogs, Otta " ebe sald In the
pevete tote wihich (Mt bhad learned
that mosl people ate when they refes
1o lessona

“I'm afrald I'm oot doing very well
Tan'e Byt I've learned the Uettys
burg address’ Shall | say uY

“Heavens, no'™ she protested  Khe
bad st the faintest Mem what the
SUwttyshurg  address™ wea Bl
suepected Mr Gladetone

The countrsa had relapsed lnto ot
ence. A little back from the family
circie, ahe had watched he whole
scene sonlly, sod knowing Karl a0
oaly & woman whe loves sincorely and
lolg osh Anow 8 wan, she Lorw the
inner wurkings of his misd. She mw

anger in the very furm of his hesd
and set of his Jaw. Rut she maw mere,
Jealigsy, and was berscif hall mad

i with I

Bhe Koew him well. She bad her
welf, for years. beld him by bolding

| herwelf dear, by the very diffeulty of

|

allaioing ber. And now this lodifer
eol, whitefaced gitl, who might be
hin, lodees], for the taking, but whe
would offer or protalse Do love, was
rousing him to the Instinet of posses
sion by her very indiffervace. e had
told her the truth that sight in the
mountain o, It was Hedwig he
wanted, Hedoig herself, ber henrt, all
of her. Apd, If she knew Karl, he
would move bheaven and earth to get
the thing he wanted

She surveyed the group. How little
they knew what was in store for them !
Ebe, Oign Loschek, by the lUfting of
& Bnger. could torn their smag supert-
ority into tears and despalr, coald ruln
them and send them fylog for shelter
to the veey onds of the sarth

But when she looked &t the lttle
crown prince, legn dangling, sating his
thin bread and butter as only & hun-
wry small boy ean eat. she shivered
Hy what means must she do all this!
By what unspeakable means!
. L] L] L] . .

Karl saw the king that evening
short visit marked by extreme
fty., and. on the king's part,
keen and frank scruting
Is near the end and fears
the fosl moment. Karl

meeting depressing and
diseconcerting.




